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precisely from Aleppo to Media, which is more properly the
holy pilgrimage of Damascus, as these of Aleppo and other
parts of the Turks are obliged to meet there and prosecute
jointly the performance of the said duty.
As "to the desart tribes their tracts throughout the waste
and into both the other Arabias, the Happy and the Stony,
are innumerable.
I enquired further after the camels, of whose abiding so
long without food such strange reports are common, and was
informed that they suck between two and three years and
arrive at full strength at seven, continuing vigorous according
to the labour they endure, but generally till thirty; and as to
their enduring the want of food, they say that if for experi-
ment only it should be tried how long they would live without
sustenance, it might be found that their strength therein is
superior many days to any other animal, but far short of
thirty odd days as commonly believed; and as to ordinary
observations amongst the Arabs, it is certain that a loaded
camel having passed three days without food complains
grievously; the fourth day he will trip frequently, and the
fifth is not able to proceed, nor will he hold out so long
without absolutely anything. But what renders these animals
seemingly adapted for the desart by Providence, and may
have given rise to fables concerning them, is that upon desart
journeys nothing is provided for their subsistance, and more-
over whatever they meet, even the dryest brush, is food for
them, and having dry food, tho' of such sort, they will endure
many days that want of water, and finally having water they
will march a long time with very little food1.
We proceeded again this evening till midnight, which
manner of travelling we find very fatiguing, and am surprised
the Arabs themselves can endure it; but they are certainly
in many respects so very like their camels, that Providence
seems to have equally designed them for the desart. I have
observed them to walk and work all day, watch at night, and
1 Camels can go without water for long periods, but not without food,
nor is there any reason so to drive the 'cattle' on empty bellies, for the
desert is seldom without camel food of sorts.